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SCENE 
The sitting room in the Tesman's villa 
in the western part of the city. 
Act I: Morning 
Act II: Afternoon 
Act III: The next morning 
Act IV: Evening 
Clwek Miller 
There WUI Be A Five Minute Intermission Between Each Act. 
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George Tesman 
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Mary Ann Peden* 
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Andy Saunders** 
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Henrik Ibsen was one of the first playwrights to break away 
from the type characters and stylized acting methods of the 
melodramatic and the romantic theatre. Hechta Gabler is the 
first of his character plays, which depended on psychological 
conflict for the action. The play is about a cowardly woman, the 
woman's jealousy of a man with a mission in life, and a mis-
placed manuscript which represents that mission. Ibsen wrote 
in his preliminary notes for the play, "Hedda's despair is that 
there are doubtless so many chances of happiness in the world, 
but that she cannot discover them. It is the want of an object 
in life that torments her." On a larger scale, perhaps Hedda is 
indicative of our modern times - restless, but without direction. 
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